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and kidneys, is related to one of the five
elements, and the relation of medicines, in
color, taste &c., to the five elements, determines their uses. Thus the liver is related
to the element wood, and as metal has control over wood, medicines related to the
element metal are those which are for this
reason applicable to the cure of disorders
of the liver.
So with regard to all the
medicines and all the organs of the body.
A round of imaginary relationships is established, the actual virtues of the medicines
axe overlooked, active and inert substances
employed with the same confidence, thus
exhibiting an amount of ignorance and absurdity in dealing with the lives and health
of men which is absolutely inconceivable.
That the minds of men whose calling was
to relieve suffering, cure disease and prolong
life should have been satisfied to grope so
long in darkness is indeed wonderful. Age
after age the process has gone on, one generation has followed another in the abyss
of mental delusion, and never yet has there
been found a mind among all the myriads
of physicians which could break through
the trammels of venerable ' ignorance in
order to strike out a new path towards scientific and rational medicine as it has been
developed by the labors of physicians in
the Weat.
Superstitiousandidolatrouspractices also
pervade` the whole system of Chinese medicine and the expulsion of the destructive
spirits of disease. The means of guarding_
the sick against evil influences, the choice
of physicians &c . c~c ., constitute a chapter
of melancholy history, demonstrating the
degradation of our race and the miseries of
mind and body which they suffer when deprived of the enlightening and comforting
influences of religious and scientific truth .
For an account of the extent to which idolatry and superstition enter into the practice
of medicine and expel from its domain the
benefits of reason, common sense, and experience, the reader is referred to the articles by Dr . Dudgeon of Peking on °°Chi-

nese Arts of Healing" in the second volume
of the Chinese Recorder.
In view of the difficulties which Chinese
physicians have to encounter from the ignorance, error and superstition which antiquity have bequeathed to them, it is not
to be expected that they would possess any
great amount of knowledge derived from
experience, and if they have any valuable medicines as yet undiscovered by European physicians, it remains for the latter
tp search for them, and having found them
to determine their virtues and uses . It is
not intended to assert that all Chinese
practice is absolutely useless. In spite of
all their falso theories and absurd notions,
experience has taught them that cathartics,
diuretics, diaphoretics, ~c., are useful in
tlc cure of many disorders .
There is, nevertheless, great danger in
committing the care of a sick man to those
who are ignorant both of the nature of
disease and of the virtues of medicines .
They may give the wrong medicine, or give
it at the wrong time, or omit giving it at
the right time. All these dangers are inseparable from the ignorance and false notions which, among the Chinese, supersede
medical science. It is manifest therefore
that it will be a great boon to suffering humanity to give to them the knowledge we
possess of scientific and " rational medicine.
This is being done by the missionary hospitals in the different ports, which are
mostly supported by resident foreigners .
The establishment of native hospitals in
Iiongkong and Canton on the European
model as to building and administration is
a sign of the times. That Western practice will sooner or later be admitted into
these hospitals is just as sure as that the
iron horse will help to work out the des
tiny of the Empire . It is greatly to be
regretted that the control reserved by the
Colonial Government over the hospital in
Hongkong has not been made use of to
have a department under a foreign physician, or a competent native . A sugges-
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taron to this effect from H. E. Sir Richard
Cxraves MacDonnell, accompanying the
donation of $115,000, would, no doubt,
have been adopted by the native trustees .
In this paper no reference has been made
to surgery, because it has no existence, in
China. The sin}plest appliatrces in this
department are unknown In the surgical
remedies which Western science and skill
leave perfected, the Chinese have a boon
offered to them which they admit to be without any rival, at least in modern tines.
It will not be an inappropriate conclusion
to this article to name a few of the most
important medicines which are coxxstantly

used by Western physicians, but are unknown to the Chinese, or have been so until
recently-viz .: Sulphate o£ Quinine, Iodine,
Iodideof Potassium andallother compounds
of Potash except Nitre, Carbonates of Soda
and allcompoundsof Sodium except r~ommon
Salt and Glauber's Salts, Magnesia and its
compounds, Tartar Emetic and compounds
of Antimony, Ammonia and all its compaunds, the Salts of Zinc, Acids, mineral and vegetable except vinegar, Lunar
Caustic, Oil of Turpentine, Chloroform,
Ethers, Morphine, Santonin, Tannin and
all the vegetable alkaloids, Cod Liver Oil,
&c ., &c.

CHINESE PHILOLOGY.
I.

V}I}ti9N~OLOGq .

In the study of language opportunity is
afforded for testing the conjectures of chronologists and the critics of ancient history.
Nothing is more important for explaining
Chinese philolo;~ and Chinese ancient
history than to interfere as little as possible with the chrronology as settled in the
Han dynasty at the revival o£ learning .
Suppose that we bring the Chinese into
their country at a very recent perit~d, as at
fifteen hundred years before Christ. Sateh
a hypothesis gives us the pleasure of dexxying the value of a mass of Chinese traditions of the days of yore, and we adxuinister a flagellatian to the pride of the Ce
lestials . But is so doing we involve ourselves in extreme difficulty . The history
of China proceeded contemporaneously with
that of Babylon, Persia and India. The
fight of truth and the darkness of error
were communicated from one to the other
through intermediate lands. If we found
in ancient China the opinions, scientific,
tnoi"al, religious, or superstitious, which
existed in those countries before B.C . 1500,

and xxot those which existed after that tinxe,
a certain standard of chronology would be
obtained. But do we find this ? Those
who think history shorter than tradition
a11owA should shorten history's course in
South-western Asia and Egypt as well as itt
China. For my own part, I prefer a long
chronology in both. The Chinese tradition regarding the period of the introduction of writing is more abcordant with the
needs of science than any crude speculations Formed by those who, without ripe research, ruthlessly cut off five hundred or a
thousand years from the early part of Chinese history.*
* There are nowtwo parties of investigators into
Chinese antiquities, as we are told by Dr. Eitel in
the first number of the China Review . The one
seeks to modernise the date of everything ancient ix7 China, looks upon its old civilization and
reii~ion as self-grown, desiderates no connection
with the old Asiatic empires of the Old Testament, and detracts in many ways from the credit
hitherto allowed to the ancient Chinese in
astronomy, history, literature and the arts . The
other party desires to harmonize the safe con^lusions of modern geologists and ethnologists with
regard to the antiquity of man, both with the
historical traditions of Judea and Babylon, and
with those of the Chinese . Which will prevail in

